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FEATURES 


13 SUMMER MOVIE PREVIEW 


We give you the scoop on the 
season's entire slate of films, 
from now through August 


MARIANE FAITHFUL 

says that If she couldn’t 
portray Mariane Pearl, the wife of 
murdered journalist Daniel Pearl, 
faithfully in A Mighty Heart, she 
would’ve simply walked away from 
the movie | BY EARL DITTMAN 


THE CHOSEN ONE 

Landing roles such as a modern- 

day Noah in the big-budget comedy 

Evan Almighty has comedian du jour 
counting his blessings 

| BY BOB STRAUSS 


STRETCH MARKS 

Welsh actor stretches 
his talents to play elastic superhero 
Reed Richards in the Fantastic Four 
sequel, Rise of the Silver Surfer 

| BY STEVE RAMOS 
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EDITORIAL 


SNAPS 
Sandra Bullock’s three-legged dog 


SHORTS 

Move waaay over Barbie, Edna Turnblad 
and the Hairspray dolls are here; 

and Hollywood’s fascination with 
Noah and his ark 


ON THE SLATE 


Hide the arrows: Russell Crowe signs on 
to play the Sheriff of Nottingham 


TRIVIA 


Jeff Bridges voices hippie penguin 
The Geek in Surf’s Up. In which movie 
did he play The Dude? 


STYLE 


The bold prints of summer 


NAME OF THE GAME 


It’s hell on Earth when a gangster 
becomes possessed in The Darkness 
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ΟΝ DVD 
Hot Wheels: Ghost Rider rides into 
video stores 


HOROSCOPE 


State your case Gemini 


FAMOUS LAST WORDS 

Jennifer Garner, Liv Tyler, Tom Cruise, 
Reese Witherspoon, Uma Thurman 
and other celebrities chew the fat 
about cooking 


COVER STORY 
34 AN OCEAN VIEW 


According to 

the second film about his charming 
crook Danny Ocean came up short. 
But that’s exactly why he was 
determined to get it right with 
number three, Ocean’s Thirteen. 
Here Clooney tells us the secret to 
making a good heist pic 

| BY EARL DITTMAN 
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FF !FYBAITLE? . From the makers of the world’s first full-hybrid SUV, introducing the new, 2008 Ford 
Escape Hybrid. Near-zero tailpipe emissions, and near-silent operation, in Electric Drive mode: Near perfection, 
inside and out. It’s a natural evolution. Escape: driven by more Canadians than any other compact SUV. 


ford.ca 


ah. 2: 
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OUTSIDE. 


Built for life in Canada 


editorial | 


EVERBODY LOVES 


ς μι an that George Clooney is a likable 
. Ka guy, eh? With the exception of 
le those who disagree with his 
liberal politics, I believe most folks find 
GRUFFUDD him genuinely pleasant and worthwhile 
md Sat as a human being. 

STEVE ANGELINA He strikes me as the kind of guy who 
CARELL JOLIE admits his mistakes — in be in our 


A he 
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interview with Clooney, “The Con is On,” 
page 34, he confesses that Ocean’s Twelve 
wasn’t as good as it should have been, 
and that improving on that film was his 
sea — ΡΝ motivation to make this month’s very 
slick-looking Ocean’s Thirteen. 

But my favourite Clooney anecdote is about the way he handled an 
upsetting situation last year. Gawker.com, one of the few smart and 
funny gossip blogs out there, started a controversial offshoot, the 
Gawker Stalker — readers would write in details about celebrity 
sightings and Gawker would, almost instantly, pinpoint the sightings 
on a map. Celebs were appalled, it was a safety issue they said. Gawker 
defended itself, maintaining that it was all in fun and anyone who 
intended to hurt a star would do it with or without their service. 

Yet, whichever way you felt about it, you had to like the way Clooney 
handled the situation. Instead of whining to the press, or moping 
around giving sour faces to the paparazzi, Clooney came up with a very 
amusing way to combat the intrusion. He encouraged publicists to 
flood the site with bogus tips about their clients’ whereabouts, so it 
would be impossible to identify a real sighting. 

A couple of my favourite phony Clooney reports were “Just saw 
George Clooney at the Peninsula. He had a mustard stain on his 
jacket, was kissing a Mexican woman and eating a watermelon” and 
“George Clooney’s with me helping to reset all of my clocks to daylight 
savings time!” Point is, Clooney is a man of action, and that action is 
usually pretty clever. 

Another actor who has developed a reputation for taking action is 
Angelina Jolie. On page 26 you’ll find “Doing Her Justice,” our 
interview with Jolie about playing Mariane Pearl, wife of murdered 
journalist Daniel Pearl, in A Mighty Heart. 

loan Gruffudd hasn’t had to worry about fan stalkers much yet. The 
Welsh actor is just now starting to be recognized in North America. 
The part that did it was Mr. Fantastic in 
2005’s Fantastic Four. In “Stretching for a Role,” 
page 32, Gruffudd talks about the sequel — 

Rise of the Silver Surfer — and describes how his 
life has changed in the past two years. 

And on page 30, we have “Flood of Success,” 
an interview with the very hot Steve Carell about 
taking over for Jim Carrey in the big-budget 
comedy Evan Almighty. 

—MARNI WEISZ 
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IT'S DARK CHOCOLATE. For milk chocolate lovers. 
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MILDLY SWEET AND NEVER BITTER. 
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© Hugh Jackman takes horseback 

riding lessons Down Under in preparation to 
play a cattle driver in his next movie, 

Baz Luhrmann’s Australia. 

PHOTO BY PAUL MCCONNELL/GETTY 


| © Lookin’ good! Astoundingly secure 
SANDRA BULLOCK, WILL FERRELL, ELIJAH WOOD, BRUCE WILLIS, HUGH JACKMAN et ἡ ΠΝ ΝΕ, MIU ΠΝ μεῖς ie Units y 
== : == Ξ | - of Southern California, his alma mater, to take 
; = aa part in its annual Swim-a-Thon. The charity 
event raises money for the university’s 
physically challenged athletes. 


PHOTO BY JASON MERRITT/FILMMAGIC 


© Cheers to you, Bruce. Something 

(or someone) gave Bruce Willis a case of the 
giggles during this shoot to promote the 
opening of the Planet Hollywood Resort and 
Casino in Las Vegas. 

PHOTO BY DENISE TRUSCELLO/WIREIMAGE 


© Elijah Wood examines a furry arachnid at 
the launch party for the Spider-Man 3 
videogame — because when Tobey Maguire 
isn’t available, pale, blue-eyed, soft-spoken 
Wood really is your best substitute. 

PHOTO BY JEMAL COUNTESS/WIREIMAGE 


© Sandra Bullock carries her three-legged 
Chihuahua/Pomeranian mix Poppy through the 


airport on the way home from Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico. She adopted the tripod pooch last fall 
from a shelter in Long Beach, California. 

PHOTO BY CHRIS WHITTLE/SPLASH-KEYSTONE 
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This picture: Gustave Doré’s \\ 
19th-century “Doves 
Serit from the Ar ἥν 

~ Right; Edward Hicks’ 

painting “Noah’s Ark” 


BIG-SCREEN 
TYPES 


ollywood is all about the spin, like, how 

do you spin the same story different 
ways? Take for instance the Biblical tale of 
Noah and his ark. Suddenly the guy with 
the beard, boat and beasts is a hot 
property in Tinseltown and studio execs are 
scrambling for a way to spin the eons-old 
tale. Here are three different approaches: 
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Artifact 


This month’s objet de film: 
Hairspray dolls 


playing Hairspray's Edna Turnblad 
wasn’t kitschy enough, now Travolta’s 


performance has been immortalized with a 


foot-high plastic doll! Edna (centre, front) 


is the mother of Tracy Turnblad (blue skirt), 
a big girl who likes to dance and won't let 
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Make it Funny 

This month’s Evan Almighty casts 
comedian du jour Steve Carell as a 
modern-day Noah in the sorta sequel to 
Bruce Almighty. Of course the notion here 
is, how can you not laugh at the absurdity 
of a modern man compelled to build a 
huge wooden boat, collect a bunch of 
animals and cope with a foot-long beard? 


Find the Drama 
Ultra-serious writer and director 
Darren Aronofsky (Requiem for a Dream, 
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A’ if John Travolta in drag and a fat suit 
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anyone tell her she can’t. The story was 
created by John Waters in his 1988 film 
starring Ricki Lake as Tracy (her big break) 
and the late drag queen and Waters 
favourite Divine as Edna. It was 
resurrected as a Broadway musical in 
2002, and the musical movie version 
comes out next month with newcomer 
Nikki Blonsky as Tracy. While the dolls are 
not yet available in Canada they can be 
ordered from toysrus.com and range from 
$15 to $25 (U.S.). —MW 


The Fountain) recently spilled the beans to 
The Guardian newspaper that he’s already 
written several drafts for his drama about 
Noah, who’s a “dark, complicated 
character” suffering from “survivor’s 
guilt.” It seems Aronofsky is obsessed with 
Noah, having written a poem about the 
Biblical character when he was just 13 
years old. (FYI, his poem was entered, and 
won, a writing competition.) 


Include Some Aliens! 

Sci-fi geeks will tell you the tale of Noah 
and his ark has inspired everything from 
Star Wars to Battlestar Galactica. Now 
there’s word the comic book The Ark, 
penned by Mark Verheiden and which 
appeared as a series in the Dark Horse 
Presents comic books in 1998, will 
become a feature film. The twist here is 
that Noah and his creatures are aliens who 
crash on Earth and humans have to clean 
up the mess. —IR 
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FACE DETECTION FiNnps FACES FOR BEAUTIFUL PICTURES 


“The T20 is so cool — it finds faces, frames them and 
makes sure that your pictures always look great. Let 

them dance, let them pose — you’ll get amazing shots 
every time!” 


sony’s DSC-T20 Cyber-shot digital camera features Face Detection to make sure portraits of your family and friends look 
their very best even when they’re moving! Face Detection uses a Bionz imaging processor to deliver Sony’s exclusive 
auto white balance, auto focus, auto exposure, flash control, red-eye adjustment and quick camera tracking of a moving 
subject. Also features built-in Optical Image Stabilization and Full HD compatibility. It’s The World’s Most Innovative 
Camera Experience. 


For more information, visit the Sony store® nearest you or visit www.sonystyle.ca/camera or call 1-888-289-7669. 
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Mr. Brooks, Knocked Up, Surf’s Up, Ocean’s Thirteen, Hostel: Part Il, Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver 
Surfer, Nancy Drew, DOA: Dead or Alive, A Mighty Heart, Evan Almighty, Gracie, Live Free or Die Hard, 
Eagle vs Shark, Ratatouille, Evening, Transformers, License to Wed, Rescue Dawn, 1408, The Strangers, 
Talk to Me, Joshua, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, Hairspray, | Now Pronounce You Chuck 
& Larry, The Simpsons Movie, | Know Who Killed Me, No Reservations, Skinwalkers, El Cantante, 
Becoming Jane, Underdog, Hot Rod, The Bourne Ultimatum, Charlie Bartlett, Daddy Day Camp, 
Rush Hour 3, Bratz: The Movie, Stardust, Fanboys, Penelope, Superbad, The Invasion, Wedding Daze, 
The Comebacks, Good Luck Chuck, Halloween, Death Sentence, Mr. Bean’s Holiday 
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Live Free OF Die Hard HITS THEATRES JUNE 27 


Terrorists have never been so hot. 
Just like the Nazis were to 
post-World War Two films, and 
Russians to those during the 
Cold War, terrorists — of any ilk 
or nationality — are today’s 
villains of choice. For proof, 
look no further than Casino 
Royale, Déja Vu and, of course, 
TV’s 24. So it was only a matter 
of time before the daddy of all 


terrorism-based action franchises 
got back in on the fun. 

It’s been 19 years since 
John McClane (Bruce Willis, in 
one of his most memorable 
roles) first found himself in the 
wrong place at the wrong time 
and, subsequently, had to free a 
Christmas party full of revellers 
from German terrorists in 1988's 
Die Hard. 


Now McClane works for 
Homeland Security tracking down 
computer hackers (despite the 
fact that his knowledge of all 
things cyber is limited). Having 
just apprehended young hacker 
Matt Foster (Justin Long) McClane 
is once again witness to a 
massive crime when he’s caught 
in a traffic jam. How is bad traffic 
a crime? It’s the first step ina 


systematic shutdown of the U.S. 
infrastructure caused by — you 
guessed it — terrorist hackers. 

So McClane and Foster buddy 
up to stop the evil geeks before 
America suffers a fate worse 
than Y2K. Director Len Wiseman, 
primarily known for the 
Underworld movies and marrying 
Kate Beckinsale, should hip up 
the long-in-the-tooth series. 


MR. BROOKS 
Kevin Costner, William Hurt 
Bruce A. Evans (Kuffs) 
Costner plays his 
meanest character yet in this thriller that’s 
situated somewhere between Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and 
one of those “did the husband do It?” 
Dateline NBC stories. Costner plays 
Earl Brooks, an amiable, celebrated 
businessman who has a dark side named 
Marshall (Hurt) that likes to kill people. 


KNOCKED UP 
Seth Rogen, Katherine Heigl 
Judd Apatow 
(The 40 Year-Old Virgin) 
Ben Stone (Rogen) is a 
shlubbish guy who has the good fortune of 


having a one-night stand with hot, blond 
career girl Alison (Heigl). Eight weeks later, 
however, Ben learns that Alison is pregnant 
and that one night of irresponsible fun may 
have created a lifetime of responsibility. 


SURF’S UP 
Shia LaBeouf, Jon Heder 
Ash Brannon, Chris Buck 
In the past two years 

we’ve had a documentary about penguins 
(March of the Penguins) and an animated 
comedy about penguins (Happy Feet), and 
now we have an animated comedy 
documentary about penguins. Using the 
documentary format, animators chronicle 
the rise of Cody Maverick (LaBeouf), an 
up-and-comer at the Penguin World 
Surfing Championship. 
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OCEAN’S THIRTEEN 

George Clooney, Al Pacino 

Steven Soderbergh 
(Ocean’s Twelve) 
When Reuben Tishkoff 

(Elliott Gould) — one of master crook 
Danny Ocean's (Clooney) 11 favourite 
friends — is double-crossed and severely 
injured, Ocean and his pack of thieves set 
out to punish the slimy casino owner 
(Pacino) responsible. See George Clooney 
interview, page 34. 


HOSTEL: PART II 
Lauren German, Bijou Phillips 
Eli Roth (Hoste/) 

A super-violent, 
disturbing and graphic horror about three 
young women travelling in Europe who are 
lured to a Slovakian hostel where wealthy 


businessmen pay to watch them be [> > 


(Md Spice 


> p tortured and killed. Here’s an idea for 
the third film — the franchise’s writers are 
lured to a Slovakian hostel where... 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE 
SILVER SURFER 
loan Gruffudd, Jessica Alba 
Tim Story (Fantastic Four) 
With Dr. Doom defeated, 
the Fantastic Four think it’s all clear 
sailing. Reed Richards (Gruffudd) and 
Sue Storm (Alba) even find time to tie the 
knot. But during their wedding ceremony a 
mysterious shimmering figure appears in 
the sky. Turns out it’s the Silver Surfer, a 
henchman for the much more dangerous 
Galactus, an alien being who consumes 
entire planets for energy. See 
loan Gruffudd interview, page 32. 


NANCY DREW 
Emma Roberts, 
Rachel Leigh Cook 
Andrew Fleming 
(The In-Laws) 

The 77-year-old series 
about a mystery-solving teen gets an 
update as Nancy (Roberts), who has just 
moved from a small town to L.A., tries to 
solve the case of a murdered movie star. 


DOA: DEAD OR ALIVE 
Devon Aoki, Jaime Pressly 
Corey Yuen 
(The Transporter) 

By all accounts this is 
one of the most literal big-screen 
translations of a videogame yet. Aoki, 
Pressly, Holly Valance and Canadian 
Sarah Carter play four femme fighters who 
— for one dramatic reason or another — 
have all come to the DOA: Dead or Alive 
combat tournament to prove their mettle. 


A MIGHTY HEART 
Angelina Jolie, Dan Futterman 
Michael Winterbottom 
(The Road to Guantanamo) 
In January 2002 
American journalist Daniel Pearl was 
investigating the shoe bomber story In 
Pakistan when he was kidnapped and — a 
short time later — beheaded. A graphic 
videotape of the sickening act was released 
on the internet. His wife, Mariane Pearl, 


recounted the ordeal in the book 

A Mighty Heart, the movie rights for which 
were snapped up immediately by a 
producer named Brad Pitt, who then cast 
his girlfriend as Mariane. See Angelina Jolie 
interview, page 26. 


EVAN ALMIGHTY 

Steve Carell, Morgan Freeman 

Tom Shadyac (Bruce Almighty) 
Perhaps the most 

versatile comedic actor working today, 
Carell reprises his small (but scene- 
stealing) role from the first movie 
(Bruce Almighty) to headline this sequel. 
This time newscaster Evan Baxter (Carell) 
is approached by God (Freeman) and told 
to build an ark. See Steve Carell interview, 
page 30. 


GRACIE 
Carly Schroeder, Elizabeth Shue 
Davis Guggenheim 
(An Inconvenient Truth) 

After her soccer-playing 
brother dies, a timid teen named Gracie 
(Schroeder) fights for the right to take his 
place on an all-boys team. 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(See story, page 14.) 


, fey 
7 


\a 


EAGLE VS SHARK 
Loren Horsley, Jemaine Clement 
Taika Cohen (Tamu tu) 
Direct from New Zealand 
comes this story of nerd love in which 
Jarrod (Clement) and Lily (Horsley) hook up 
at Jarrod’s annual “Come as Your Favourite 
Animal” party (she’s the shark, he’s the 
eagle) and embark on a quirky relationship. 


RATATOUILLE 
Patton Oswalt, Janeane Garofalo 
Brad Bird (The Incredibles) 
In Pixar’s latest, Remy 

(Oswalt) is a young rat who lives under a 
Paris restaurant but dreams of becoming a 
master chef. But his presence in the 
restaurant’s kitchen is treated as, well, any 
rat’s presence in a restaurant kitchen would 
be, and Remy has to find a more creative 
way to exercise his passion for cooking. 


EVENING 

Vanessa Redgrave, Claire Danes 

Lajos Koltai (Fateless) 
Lying on her deathbed, 

Ann (Redgrave) recalls her life — particularly 
one lost love — to her daughters (Ton! 
Collette, Natasha Richardson). Danes plays 
the young Ann in this drama that’s based on 
the bestselling novel by Susan Minot. 
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fa Roberts is on the case 
in Nancy Drew 
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To see your next adventure take shape, pick a colour and connect the dots. 
Stop at each star (%], then skip to the next number and start your line again. 
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ALL-NEW 2007 JEEP, PATRIOT. CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE. 


What adventure will you be drawn to first? With Patriot's powerful 2.4L 172-hp engine that gets up to 
7.2L/100 km (39 mpg) EnerGuide Highway rating*, standard safety and security features like ESP™ ABS 


and Electronic Roll Mitigation, and available Trail Rated® capability, you'll develop an eye for adventure. 


Starting at only $16,995.t Choose your adventure at jeep.ca or call 1-800-361-3700 


*Sport FWD MSRP. Limited 4WD shown starting at $24,435 MSRP. Taxes, freight ($1200), insurance, registration, licence, retailer 
administration fees and new tire duties {in Quebec) not included. Retailers may sell for less. * EnerGuide fuel consumption ratings 
for Patriot FWD models with 2.4L engine and manual transmission: 9.0L/100 km (31 mpg) City, 7.2L/100 km (39 mpg) Highway. Your 
actual fuel consumption may vary. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. #Select engine/driveline application. 
See Transport Canada’s ecoAuto website for full details. CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE is a registered trademark of Chooseco, LLC. 


Jeep 


One day, many years from now, Emma Thompson, Gary Oldman, 
the Harry Potter franchise will Alan Rickman, Fiona Shaw, 
be considered a national John Hurt, Brendan Gleeson, 
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treasure in the U.K. People will Richard Griffiths — the list could [Π6 cast. 


view them and gasp, recognizing go onand on, and there are still 
the best actors of a generation two movies to come! 

have appeared in these films — In this fifth film, helmed 
Richard Harris, Maggie Smith, by relatively unknown Brit 
Kenneth Branagh, Michael David Yates (he’s done some TV 
Gambon, Ralph Fiennes, and some short films in the 


JULY 4 


TRANSFORMERS 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Grown men have been 
counting the sleeps before they can see 
their childhood toys come to life in this 
rock ’em-sock ’em sci-fi epic directed by 
crash-and-burn master Michael Bay. For 
those who can’t tell a Transformer from a 
Big Wheel, all you need to know is that 
two factions of robots from the planet 
Cybertron have invaded Earth searching 
for the minerals used to fuel their 
Energon Cubes. Both the good robots — 
Autobots — and bad robots — Decepticons 
— possess the ability to disguise 
themselves as other machines, such as 
planes, boats and cars, which makes 
fighting the machines extremely difficult 
for puny humans. 
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LICENSE TO WED 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? In order for Sadie 
(Moore) and Ben (John Krasinski from the 
American version of The Office) to get 
married in her family church they must 
pass Father Frank’s (Williams) off-the-wall 
marriage-prep course, which severely tests 
their love for one another. 


RESCUE DAWN 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? American fighter pilot 
Dieter Dengler (Bale) is shot down over 
Laos in 1966 and captured by Viet Cong 
soldiers. After enduring six months ina 
brutal POW camp alongside other prisoners 
(including two played by Zahn and 

Jeremy Davies), Dengler escapes into the 
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U.K.), Imelda Staunton and young Harry (at the end of the 
Helena Bonham Carter are the fourth film), continues to deny 
latest thespian gems to join Lord Voldemort’s return. So 


Harry takes it upon himself to 


Staunton plays Dolores secretly train his classmates, 
Umbridge, Hogwarts’ new preparing them to battle 
Defense Against the Dark Arts You-Know-Who. Bonham Carter 
professor put in place by the pops up as Bellatrix Lestrange, 
Ministry of Magic, which, Sirius Black’s (Gary Oldman) 
despite having proof supplied by _—_ evil cousin. 


jungle where his fight for survival 
continues. Herzog originally recounted 
Dengler’s real-life exploits in his 1997 
documentary Little Dieter Needs to Fly. 


JULY 13 


1408 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT'S IT ABOUT? Based on Stephen King’s 
short story of the same name, this horror 
pic takes place in room 1408 of the 
Dolphin Hotel, where paranormal debunker 
Mike Enslin (Cusack) has agreed to stay 
the night, although no one has ever lasted 
more than an hour there before dying. 


THE STRANGERS 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A couple (Speedman >>» 


The Oral- 


PULSAR 


B Pulsar looks just like a regular manual brush, but 


with soft moving bristles for a refreshing clean you can feel. 


Pivoting MicroPulse™ bristles wipe out food and plaque 
| from hard to reach spots and massage gums. 


Oral-B is the #1 Dentist Recommended Toothbrush Brand + www.oralbpulsar.ca 


mmer oreview 


Homer Simpson is 
thrown to the wolves in 
The Simpsons Movie 


p> and Tyler) holed up in their remote 
vacation home are terrorized by three 
masked strangers. One of the cloaked 


baddies is Aussie supermodel-turned-actor 
Gemma Ward, making her big-screen debut. 


TALK TO ME 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This drama recounts the 
exploits of real-life African-American disc 
jockey Ralph “Petey” Greene (Cheadle), 
who unleashed his uncensored opinions 
over the airwaves and became a celebrity in 
Washington’s black community during the 
turbulent 1960s. 


JOSHUA 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Overjoyed parents Brad 
(Rockwell) and Abby (Farmiga) Cairn bring 
their newborn baby home, irriating their 
highly intelligent nine-year-old son Joshua 
(Jacob Kogan), who uses his scary smarts 
to terrorize his folks. 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 
(See story, page 18.) 


LY 


HAIRSPRAY 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? John Waters’ subtly 
subversive 1988 movie was turned into a 
Broadway musical, which in turn has been 
adapted here for the big screen. And while 
each ensuing adaptation loses some of 
Waters’ edginess, it gains popular appeal. 
Set in 1960s Baltimore, the film stars 
newcomer Blonsky as chunky teen 

Tracy Turnblad who, despite her mother’s 
(Travolta in drag) protests, appears on a local 


TV dance show and becomes Its unlikely star. 


| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK & LARRY 

WHO'S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Afraid his kids won’t 
receive his pension if he dies, widowed 
firefighter Larry (James) convinces his 
co-worker and friend Chuck (Sandler) to 
pretend to be his domestic partner. We’re 
betting this comedy will somehow manage 
to both offend gay rights activists and 
promote the notion of gay unions. 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 

THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 

Check for a list of 
theatres where you can watch it live, and to 
buy tickets. 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
VOICES: 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? The long-awaited film 
version of the megapopular TV show finally 
hits screens with its plot being kept mostly 
under wraps. Here’s what we do know: 
Homer does something so stupid, so 
boneheaded, so terrible, that the city of 
Springfield — and perhaps the whole world 
— may be destroyed. 


| KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A young woman (Lohan) 
Survives a kidnapping at the hands of a 
violent serial killer. When she returns home 
she exhibits a dramatic personality change, 
which leads her family to ask some 
uncomfortable questions about her ordeal. 


NO RESERVATIONS 
WHO'S IN IT? 


WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This remake of the 
German film Mostly Martha stars Zeta-Jones 
as a top chef who’s saddled with the 
responsibility of caring for her young niece 
(Abigail Breslin) after her sister’s death. 
Eckhart steps in as a rival chef who — 
shocking! — becomes her love interest. 


SKINWALKERS 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? Timothy is a soon-to-be 
13-year-old who has no Idea that he Is 
half-werewolf, and that within him lies the 
genetic key to reversing the werewolf curse. 
On the eve of his birthday a werewolf war 
breaks out as both good and bad 
werewolves want a piece of Timmy. 
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with Lady Speed Stick Invisible. In a variety of 
fresh fragrances including new Summer Citrus and Strawberry Splash. 


Look for a Princess Bride-type 


(Layer Cake) adaptation of 
British author Neil Gaiman’s 
fantasy novel. 

The story begins in the 
fictional English village of Wall, 


EL CANTANTE 

Jennifer Lopez, Marc Anthony 

Leon Ichaso (Pifiero) 
Anthony bites off his first 

leading role, playing real-life salsa legend 
Héctor Lavoe, who kick-started the salsa 
craze in New York City during the ’7Os, but 
also danced to the beat of a heroin addiction. 
Lopez is Héctor’s long-suffering wife, Puchi. 


UNDERDOG 
Alex Neuberger, Jim Belushi 
Frederik Du Chau 
(Racing Stripes) 
The ’60s cartoon becomes 
a live-action flick featuring the voice of 
Jason Lee as the crime-fighting superpooch 


which borders a land called 

feel to director Matthew Vaughn’s — Faerie. One night, Tristan (Charlie 
Cox) and the village beauty 
Victoria (Sienna Miller) notice a 
falling star land in Faerie. To 
impress Victoria, Tristan vows to 
find the star for her and crosses 


steal her beauty. 


Underdog. Our hero spends most of his time 
battling mad scientist Simon Barsinister and 
saving his love Polly Purebred from danger. 


HOT ROD 
Andy Samberg, Isla Fisher 
Akiva Schaffer (debut) 

Rod (Samberg) is an 
amateur stuntman who learned his trade at 
the hands of his abusive stepdad, Frank (lan 
McShane). When nasty old stepdad needs 
money for an operation, Rod decides he'll 
attempt an amazing feat — jump 15 buses 
on his motorcycle — use the money to save 
Frank’s life, then beat the crap out of him. 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 
Matt Damon, Joan Allen 
Paul Greengrass (United 93) 
The first two Bourne 
movies were all about superspy Jason Bourne 
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into the mysterious land. But the 
star turns out to be a woman 
(Claire Danes), who Tristan must 
protect from a jealous witch 
(Michelle Pfeiffer) determined to him, some of which mentioned 


Look out for a talking tree 


with red leaves. The character is 
based on singer Tori Amos, who 
Gaiman befriended after she 
sent a tape of her early songs to 


him and his works, and asked 
that he please not sue her. 


(Damon) running for his life while looking for 
the key to unlock his lost memory. This third 
movie sees Bourne running for his life, but 
finally finding that key, and what he 
remembers makes him very, very angry. 


CHARLIE BARTLETT 


Anton Yelchin, Robert Downey Jr. 


Jon Poll (debut) 

Rich kid Charlie Bartlett 
is having trouble fitting into his new 
high school. But his charm and keen 
powers of observation serve him well, and 
before you know it Charlie has become the 
school’s unofficial guidance counsellor and 
therapist, even doling out advice to the 
school’s passive principal (Downey Jr.). 


BECOMING JANE 


Anne Hathaway, James McAvoy 


Julian Jarrold (Kinky Boots) »»}» 
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> Pp WHAT'S IT ABOUT? This bio-pic 
recounts Jane Austen’s (Hathaway) life- 
altering love affair with roguish Tom Lefroy 
(McAvoy). While the two may have loved one 
another, Lefroy chose wealth over love, 
which explains why Austen shied away from 
such unhappy endings in her own writing. 


DADDY DAY CAMP 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This sequel to Daddy Day 
Care, albeit with two new actors in the 
leads, finds incompetent fathers Charlie 
(Gooding replacing Eddie Murphy) and Phil 
(Rae replacing Jeff Garlin) taking over a 
rundown summer day camp. 


RUSH HOUR 3 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? It’ll be interesting to see 
if the six years between the second film of 
the series and this one will affect the 
movie’s bottom line. Cops-out-of-water Lee 
(Chan) and Carter (Tucker) reunite and head 
to Paris to take down powerful Chinese 
Triads operating out of the City of Lights. 


BRATZ: THE MOVIE 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? First it was Transformers, 
and now it’s Bratz dolls — what’s next, 
Scarlett Johansson as Barbie? (Hey, that’s 
not a bad...) Hollywood brings the 
fashionable little dolls to life in this teen 
flick about best friends Cloe, Sasha, Jade 
and Yasmin standing up against their high 
school’s ruling clique. 


STARDUST 
(See story, page 22.) 


FANBOYS 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? To fulfill a dying friend’s 
wish, four geeky pals drive cross-country 
and sneak into George Lucas’ Skywalker 
Ranch to attend a preview screening of Star 
Wars: Episode | — The Phantom Menace. 
This indie comedy was set to come out In 


the spring but was delayed so Star Wars 
geek/filmmaker Kevin Smith could write a 
cameo role for himself, and so that Lucas, 
who adores the film, could supply the 
filmmakers with the original sound effects. 


PENELOPE 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? | 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Penelope Wilhern (Ricci) 
carries the mark of her family’s curse — she 
was born with a pig’s nose. Kept in the 
family mansion her whole life, Penelope 
does the unthinkable and runs away to the 
big city to find true love. 


SUPERBAD 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Nerdy best friends Seth 
(Hill) and Evan (Cera) are graduating from 
high school and plan one last blowout party 
to cement their friendship — and, ummm, 
to try and finally score with chicks. 


THE INVASION 
WHO'S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Kidman stars as a 
psychiatrist who discovers a virus infecting 
her son may be alien in nature in this 
reworking of The /nvasion of the Body 
Snatchers. The story’s been filmed twice 
before, in 1956 and 1978, with each one 
reflecting the fears of society at the time — 
communism in the ’5Os and personal 
alienation in the ’/Os. So this time? a global 
pandemic, of course! 


WEDDING DAZE 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Anderson (Biggs) is 
hurting bad. He lost the woman he loves 
and now believes true love is overrated, so 
he goes out and asks a stranger (Fisher) to 
marry him...and she accepts. 


THE COMEBACKS 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This spoof of misfit 
sports flicks stars Koechner as Lambeau 
Fields, the worst college football coach ever 
(O wins, 4,996 losses), who’s hired to lead 
the Heartland State’s team of losers to glory. 
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GOOD LUCK CHUCK 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT'S IT ABOUT? It seems every 
woman Chuck (Cook) has sex with 
finds her true love immediately afterwards, 
which means girls are lining up to date 
the good-luck charm. And while Chuck 
is having the time of his life, that 
changes when he meets a woman 
(Alba) he doesn’t want to lose. 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
SUMMERSLAM 

Check for a list of 
theatres where you can watch it live, and to 
buy tickets. 


HALLOWEEN 
WHO'S IN IT? 


WHO DIRECTED? 


WHAT’S IT’S ABOUT? Fans of the 

original 1978 horror classic are taking 

a wait-and-see attitude with this remake 
by Zombie. The story remains the same 
— after killing everyone in his family 
except his little sister Laurie (Taylor- 
Compton), Michael Myers is mistakenly 
released from a psychiatric hospital and 
heads home to see sis, and anyone who 
stands in his way is dead meat. 


DEATH SENTENCE 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? After he and his family 
are terrorized by a band of thugs, daddy 
dearest (Bacon) sets out to kill each of the 
punks responsible. This revenge flick is 
helmed by Sawand Saw // director Wan, so 
expect lots of on-screen suffering. 


MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT'S IT ABOUT? The Brits just can’t get 
enough of their homegrown imbecile 

Mr. Bean, played by the awkwardly agile 
Atkinson. This time around Bean wins a trip 
to Cannes, where he manages to disrupt the 
renowned film festival with his goofy gags 
and painful pratfalls. @ 
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Bringing the story of murdered journalist Daniel Pearl and his widow Mariane to the 
screen Is, to say the least, a touchy assignment. But Angelina Jolie says if they hadn’t 
been able to do it right, they wouldn’t have done It at all i By EARL pITTMAN 


attacks of September 11, 2001, several 

journalists covering the war on terror 
had already been kidnapped right off 
the streets of Pakistan. Still, reporter 
Daniel Pearl was assured by colleagues 
and informants that he would be safe at 
the very public restaurant where he was to 
interview Sheikh Mubarik ali Gilani, the 
leader of the fundamentalist Islamic sect 
Jamaat ul-Fuqra. 

It was January 23, 2002, and Pearl, a 
12-year veteran of the Wall Street Journal, 
was researching a potentially explosive 
story about Richard Reid, “the shoe 
bomber,” and was hoping Gilani could 


} the five months since the terrorist 


confirm that Reid had ties to his group. 

Pearl, a 38-year-old New Jersey native, 
was anxious to get the interview over with 
since he and his pregnant, French wife, 
Mariane (whom he’d met while stationed 
in the paper’s Paris bureau), were sched- 
uled to leave Karachi the next day for an 
extended trip back to the West. 

Daniel even invited Mariane to join 
him for a meal at the restaurant once his 
interview was over. But Mariane’s preg- 
nancy had her feeling under the weather, 
and she said she might join her husband 
later for a late-night meal. They kissed, 
she wished him well, and he left. 

As Mariane recounts in her book 
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A Mighty Heart: The Brave Life and Death of 
My Husband Danny Pearl, she and Daniel 
would never kiss again. According to 
eyewitness reports, Pearl was dragged 
into a vehicle only blocks from the 
Karachi apartment he and Mariane 
called home. When it became apparent 
that he had been kidnapped, his wife 
recruited a CIA operative, many of his co- 
workers from the Wall Street Journaland a 
Pakistani policeman to help find him. 

With time and the far-reaching influ- 
ence of Al-Qaeda against them, hopes of 
finding Pearl alive began to dim. Within 
days, however, photos of Pearl were 
posted on the internet and released to 


the media by his captors, who accused 
him of being a spy for Israel. Pearl was 
Jewish, which was no small factor in his 
kidnapping and brutal treatment. Pearl’s 
captors offered to release him, but only 
after American officials released Pakistani 
prisoners being held at the U.S. Navy 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

For weeks, images of a starving and 
bound Daniel Pearl were flashed on news 
programs across the globe. At one point, 
Mariane took to the airwaves to appeal 
to her husband’s captors to free him, 
ending her plea by telling her husband, 
“T love you.” 

When a videotape arrived at the Home 
Government Department in the Pakistani 
province of Sindh on February 22, 2002, 
it became clear Pearl’s captors had never 
intended to set him free. 

After American and Pakistani officials 
viewed the tape, they announced that 
Pearl had been barbarically beheaded 
by a terrorist group allegedly led by 
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh. A copy of 
the tape, titled “The Slaughter of the 
Spy-Journalist, the Jew Daniel Pearl,” 
found its way onto the internet. 

While most of the world was appalled 
at the savage killing, instead of denounc- 
ing those who had taken her husband’s 
life, Mariane simply told CNN, “Danny 
has not been defeated. His pain and my 
pain will help change the world.” After 
the birth of their son, Adam, she decided 


lie as Mariane P 
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to write Daniel’s story in A Mighty Heart. 

While the book was still in manuscript 
form, Brad Pitt bought the movie rights 
for Plan B Productions, the film devel- 
opment/production company he shared 
with then-wife Jennifer Aniston. But 
Pearl was not so anxious to transform her 
husband’s story into a film. “To be honest, 
I wasn’t even sure I wanted to do a 
movie,” Pearl said in an interview with 
Glamour magazine. “Everybody was using 
terrorism for their own political agenda 
at that time, and really, this is a story 
about Danny. But when I met Brad, well, 
out of all the studios, he was the only one 
who had actually read the book.” 

Originally lined up to play Mariane, 
Jennifer Aniston reportedly met with 
Pearl several times to study her manner- 
isms. But when Pitt and Aniston’s marriage 
ended, Brad’s new love, Angelina Jolie, 
took over the role. 

“I thought that it was an incredible 
book, and I’m such a fan of her writing,” 
says Jolie in a recent New York interview. 
“I thought that it was so amazing and, in 
many ways, very controversial. So bringing 
it to the screen made it avery complicated 
project to tackle.” More than anything, 
Jolie was concerned that in the wrong 
hands the film could become a sappy, 
overtly political melodrama. “From the 
beginning, I felt like it needed to be done 
just right, so there was a lot of talk as to 
how that could be and what the important 
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“From the 
beginning, | felt 
like it needed to 
be done just 
right,” says Jolie, 
“so there was a 
lot of talk as to 
how that could be 
and what the 
important reasons 
for making it 
really were” 


reasons for making it really were.” 

Michael Winterbottom (The Road to 
Guantanamo) was enlisted to co-write the 
screenplay and direct, and Dan Futterman 
— the Oscar-nominated writer of Capote, 
who’s best known as an actor for playing 
Barry on TV’s Will & Grace — was cast as 
Daniel. But Jolie says that, even then, if 
the screenplay hadn't been up to par, she 
and Brad were willing to walk away from 
the project. 

“Everyone involved — from the pro- 
ducers, the director, myself, the other 
actors and Mariane — we all sat down 
around a table, and we all agreed that if 
we couldn’t do it right, ifwe couldn’t do it 
justice, and if along the way any one piece 
didn’t come together, we would all just 
fold up production and not do it,” says 
Jolie. “So to make sure we got the film we 
wanted, we took it step-by-step and made 
damn sure that it was done right.” 

Jolie, who took home an Oscar for 
Girl, Interrupted, considers her perform- 
ance in A Mighty Heart one of her best. 

“Since I spent so much time with 
Mariane, I didn’t want to look like I was 
just imitating her, because that would 
have been so one-dimensional.... I really 
wanted to dig deep and show audiences 
Mariane’s true emotions and the essence 
of who she is as a person. She’s a great 
mother, a hard-working woman and a 
person who really stands behind her 
beliefs and causes she champions. >» > 


INtervVieW | ANGELINA JOLIE 


Archie Panjabi (left) with 
Angelina Jolie in A Mighty Heart 


»» I really admire her.” 

In describing Mariane Pearl, Jolie 
could easily be summarizing herself. In 
addition to dealing with the recent death 
of her mother, Marcheline Bertrand, 
from cancer, giving birth to Shiloh, her 
daughter with Pitt, taking care of her 
adopted Cambodian-born son Maddox, 
Ethiopian daughter Zahara and the 
latest addition, Vietnamese son Pax, Jolie 
continues to make movies and still 
spends a great deal of her time as a 
representative of the United Nations and 
the International Criminal Court. 

“I don’t call the things I do with the 
U.N. and ICC work,” Jolie says with a 
smile. “Unfortunately, there will always 
be refugees. Hopefully, through justice 
and through aid, we can start to stabilize 
their situations better and have less 
reason for them to run.” 

While there has been some talk that 
Jolie might quit the movie business to 
spend more time helping people, she 
says her humanitarian work doesn’t 
make her think less of acting or her 
friends in Hollywood. “I enjoy both, I 
don’t shun the acting world,” she says. 


“I don’t think less of it because it’s less 
important. Of course, it is in many ways, 
but it’s facilitated my ability to do a lot of 
good in the world.” 

Surprisingly, Jolie says she has discov- 
ered the secret to juggling constant travel, 
being a film star and taking care of her 
family. “It’s simple, I plan a lot — obses- 
sively,” the 32-year-old says with a laugh. 

Even with the paparazzi chasing them 
around the world (reportedly causing 
the set of A Mighty Heart to close for a day 
while in India), Jolie says that she, Brad 
and the children live a somewhat normal 
life. “It all depends on what you consider 
a normal life,” Jolie says with a smile. 

“We’re a normal family, and I’m sure 
kids are the big part of keeping you nor- 
mal. We do travel a lot, and I think that 
keeps us from being stuck in the situation 
in this world. I only come out and do in- 
terviews a few days of the year, so the rest of 
the time he and [are learning about other 
countries. We’re travelling, we’re working, 
we re having dinner with our kids.” 

Her biggest problem, at the moment, 
is learning how to deal with her family’s 
jet lag. “I have to be honest, we do suffer 
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from jet lag,” the registered private pilot 
says with a sigh. “All the kids have a 
different jet lag, but we kind of just go 
with it. Sometimes it’s three in the morn- 
ing and everyone just gets up — it’s hard. 
But I love to travel with the kids and, 
fortunately, they’re great travellers.” 

With two divorces (from Jonny Lee Miller 
and Billy Bob Thornton) and a former 
reputation for being a wild woman, Jolie’s 
image has definitely softened over the past 
10 years. Was that a conscious decision? 

“I would assume we’ve all changed in 
the last 10 years, in some way or another,” 
she says. “It’s just that the details of my 
change have always been noted. But I’m 
just growing up. In many ways I’m very 
much the same person. In different times 
of my life, Iwas more lost, without purpose. 

“And, at times in my life, I’ve found 
that purpose as I’ve become more 
grounded by my children. But I feel 
very much the same person, but just in 
different situations in my life and aware 
of different things.” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based 
entertainment writer. 
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Steve Carell’s career is at a high-water mark thanks to [he 40 Year-Old Virgin, 


Steve Carell (left) 
with Morgan Freeman 


Little Miss Sunshine and IV's The Office. Will playing a modern-day Noah in 
Evan Almighty continue the swell? i sy Bos stRAuss 


od sure seems to be smiling on 
G::: Carell these days. But the 
late-blooming comic star may need 
all the grace he can get for his next film. 

Carell, who’s gone from success to 
success with The 40 Year-Old Virgin, the 
Oscar-nominated indie Little Miss Sunshine 
and TV’s The Office, now finds himself 
headlining Evan Almighty, a film that’s 
had its challenges. 

Yes, it’s a sequel to the Jim Carrey hit 
Bruce Almighty. But when Carrey opted not 
to repeat his role as a guy who subs for 
God while the deity takes a much-needed 
break, a new approach was called for. 

This time, Carell’s Evan Baxter, the 
newscaster Bruce tormented with his 
omnipotent powers in the first movie, is a 
newly elected U.S. congressman. Then 
the Big Guy, once again played by 
Morgan Freeman, appears to him. 

“They were able to kind of take my 
character from the first one and continue 
the story on,” says Carell during an L.A. 
interview. He’s as calm and precise a 
speaker as his inept Michael Scott from 
The Office is awkward. “God visits him in 
Washington, D.C., and instructs him to 
build an ark. It gets crazier from there.” 


Indeed. Things got pretty out of control 
on the film’s Virginia set, too. Between 
bad weather, constructing Noah-worthy 
boat props and the difficulties of wrangling 
all those animals, Evan’s budget ballooned 
from its initial, hefty $140-million (U.S.) 
to areported $175-million, making it the 
most expensive comedy ever produced. 

Carell even hurt his ankle on set. Uh, 
Somebody trying to send a message? 

And poor Evan doesn’t even presume 
to be the supreme ruler, as Bruce did. 

“I do not get Godlike powers,” Carell 
says, “and, no, I don’t feel slighted in the 
least. I don’t particularly want to run the 
universe. Jim was so good in the first one 
at doing just that, I don’t think they 
wanted to go down that same road again. 

“My struggle is to build this ark — and 
not fully understanding the implications 
of what I’m doing or why I’m doing it.” 

Though grateful for his recent fortune, 
the last thing the 44-year-old actor regards 
himself as is any kind of chosen one. 

“I don’t assume that it will necessarily 
continue the way it’s been going,” the 
master of on-screen mortification figures. 
“T think I have a fairly good perspective on 
what it is right now and what it could 
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potentially be a week or month from now.” 

That may be an advantage of hitting it 
big later in life. For years, the Second City- 
trained Carell cracked jokes in relative 
obscurity before making his first big 
impression as a Daily Show correspondent. 

“I don’t know ifit’s been either a plus or 
a minus,” he says of mid-career stardom. 
“It’s interesting and amazing that it hap- 
pened at all, frankly. I’ve worked since, I 
guess, the late ’80s as an actor. I haven’t 
had to do anything else to support myself 
since then. I’ve done plays, some TV, 
The Daily Show for a while; things that 
could keep myself afloat and able to 
carve out a life and support my family.” 
Carell is married to fellow Second City 
and Daily Show alum Nancy Walls, with 
whom he has two small children. 

“So things had been going pretty well, 
but the last two years or so were just 
different. I really didn’t expect that to 
happen. I hoped it would, but really, it’s 
been beyond my wildest dreams.” 

Sounds pretty divine, whichever way 
you look at it. Ὁ 


Bob Strauss is an L.A.-based 
entertainment writer. 
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INtervieW | IOAN GRUFFUDD 


fora role 


He’s Welsh, usually takes serious parts, and has rarely been the leading 
man. But is getting quite a kick out of playing the elastic 


Superhero at the centre of the 


yell out when they see Welsh actor 

Joan Gruffudd (pronounced Yo-an 
Griffith) on the street. They call him 
Mr. Fantastic thanks to his role as leader 
of the superhero team the Fantastic Four 
in the popular 2005 blockbuster. 

Those children know little about 
the 33-year-old actor’s work prior to 
Fantastic Four, and let’s be honest, neither 
do most of their parents. All they see is 
Gruffudd as Reed Richards, a scientific 
genius with the ability to stretch and 
shape his body like Silly Putty. 

The rest of his impressive career, the 
title role in the acclaimed TV adaptations 


Γ. the first time in his life, children 


movies | BY STEVE RAMOS 


of C.S. Forester’s Horatio Hornblower 
novels, his co-starring role in director 
Michael Apted’s Amazing Grace just last 
year, and key supporting parts in Black 
Hawk Down, King Arthurand even Titanic 
don’t matter as much. It’s the price of 
his marquee moment; one he not only 
understands, but also graciously accepts. 
When making Hollywood movies, your 
worth, your clout regarding future 
projects, is only as strong as your biggest 
success. Luckily for Gruffudd, as well as 
his superhero co-stars Jessica Alba, Chris 
Evans and Michael Chiklis, Fantastic Four 
was a smash, spawning this month’s sequel, 
Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer. 
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“When I’m on the street and kids come 
up to me, they are quite surprised when 
I start speaking with my Welsh accent,” 
Gruffudd says with a chuckle. “But that’s 
what I’m proudest of, that I can come 
across believably as an American icon, an 
American superhero. That’s the goal.” 

Gruffudd has a chiseled chin and a 
lanky build that suits superhero Lycra, and 
he’s thankful for the chance to shift from 
obscure foreign actor to recognizable 
leading man. He’s content to answer to 
Mr. Fantastic as long as it helps his career. 

“Things didn’t change in a snap after 
Fantastic Four,” he says. “What changed 
were my own confidence and personality 
and my own desires regarding work. 
There was a change in my responses at 
meetings that showed how committed I 
am to my career,” Gruffudd says. 

Stull, he makes a point to emphasize his 
many years in British television, including 
the Welsh-language soap opera Pobol y 
Cwm (People of the Valley). Fame did not 
come easy, or overnight. He worked hard 
for it. Just like he worked diligently for 
years to gain a credible American accent. 

He also knows that his newfound fame 
could just as easily vanish, so happily 
returned to the role. This time the story 
features the comic book’s very popular 
Silver Surfer, a futuristic messenger who 
answers to the evil outer-space master 
Galactus, who gains power by consuming 
the planets the Silver Surfer has scouted 
for him. 

“Ifyou know the comics, then you know 
the background of the Silver Surfer and 
how he’s not a bad guy,” says Gruffudd. 
“You know he’s the herald for Galactus.... 
A lot of the film’s effects are going 
towards representing him because every 
shot of him is an effect shot.” 

That’s because the character is mostly 
animated, with the voice and movements 
provided by actor Doug Jones, known for 
doing similar work in another comic book 
adaptation, Hellboy, and the Oscar-winning 
Spanish film Pan’s Labyrinth. 

Asked if he’s envious of all the effects 
and attention being lavished on the 
Silver Surfer, Gruffudd laughs. 

“I thought they did a good job with 
Mr. Fantastic. It’s the hardest effect to 
achieve to make one stretch and to make 
it look plausible. I know some of the fans 
I meet at comic book conventions weren't 
happy, but I’ve learned that you can’t 
make all the fans happy so I don’t try."@ 


Steve Ramos is a Cincinnati-based film writer. 
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cover | story | GEORGE CLOONEY 


Forget making money, 
Which is appropriate, since star 


remade the Rat Pack caper flick Ocean’s Eleven and audiences 

and critics agreed, the slick pic about a Las Vegas heist was a 
far cry better than the hokey original. 

Clooney’s suave Danny Ocean and his band of thieves — 
including magician Rusty Ryan (Brad Pitt), pickpocket Linus 
Caldwell (Matt Damon) and pyrotechnics expert Basher Tarr 
(Don Cheadle) — reunited for Ocean’s Twelvein 2004. That job 
took them from Vegas to Europe, where they had to steal 
enough money to pay back Terry Benedict (Andy Garcia), the 
victim from the first movie, who had since discovered their iden- 
tities. Even Clooney admits that film wasn’t as good as the first. 

But that didn’t stop him, director Steven Soderbergh and the 
rest of the gang from barrelling ahead with Ocean's Thirteen. 

As the movie begins, one of the original crew, Reuben Tishkoff 
(Elliott Gould), has just been double-crossed and badly injured 
by slimy casino owner Willie Bank (Al Pacino). Ocean’s crew is 
nothing if not loyal, and immediately decides that Bank must 
pay. But instead of doing physical harm to him, they opt to rig 
several games at his casino on the same night, thus robbing him 
of an enormous amount of cash. Getting back to its roots, the 
action once again takes place under the bright neon lights of 
the Vegas Strip. 

On an early morning in New York, Clooney sat down with 
Earl Dittman to talk about the movie. 


|: 2001, George Clooney and a few of his closest friends 


“Well, first 
of all, we felt like Twelve didn’t quite catch it. We felt like it was 
two-thirds of a good film, and then it sort of fell short in a 
couple of places. We wanted another crack at it. So we came up 
with a really good idea, which is revenge. That’s always good. It’s 
not about making money. We thought that this one could be a 
really fun film to make.” 
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is all about protecting your Triends. 
Says a good caper film isn’t 
about the heist, it’s about relationships 1 By EARL DITTMAN 


“It’s Ellen Barkin. She is an 
absolutely dynamic actress and a wonderful addition to this 
crazy group of guys.” 


“No, no. She and Al Pacino’s 
character work together, and she and Matt have a very funny 
sequence together.” 


“Man, oh man, what a blast! 
Alis a guy who just truly loves acting. I think that most actors get 
to a certain age where they really just want to, like, collect a 
paycheque or they don’t give a damn. Not Al, he just loves it. 
He’s into it. He’s always exciting to be on the set with.” 


“T think that 
we'll stop after this one because we had a good reason for 
making this one. But there is no telling if 10 or 15 years down 
the road, when we need to do another one, we might just all 
come back together again.” 


“Actually, it’s sort of the 
natural progression from the first two. It’s that we really planned 
it out. We decided to do it and did it. We weren’t forced into the 
situation where we had to do it, and then, all of a sudden, we’re 
on the defensive and it’s a completely different set of rules.” 


“Sure. I think 
that in almost every good caper movie, the caper is the least 
important part. In Ocean's Eleven, the caper wasn’t the most 
important part. It was sort of the camaraderie. You want to have 
a good story and you want to have a good fun caper, but I don’t 
think that the caper is as important. I think that the mistake > > 
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\King-sized fu: From left, 
George Clooney,Elliott Gould\and 


Matt Damon in \ J/\ 


. 


> P that filmmakers make is when they decide that the caper is 
the most important thing in the film. It’s like everyone failed for 
so long until Get Shorty. They failed at making Elmore Leonard 
films because instead of focusing on the characters, they were 
focusing on the capers and the capers in Elmore Leonard books 
aren't particularly good, but the characters are amazing.” 


What's it like working with icons Carl Reiner and Elliott Gould? “Well, 
I mean, first of all, the fun part is, and we talked about this 
several years ago when we did the first one, but it’s really true, 
forget the younger actors, but everyone gravitates around Carl 
and Elliott. Forget that they’ re just incredibly fun and intelligent. 
They’re like people who have been through it all and it’s so 
much fun to sit around and have them tell stories. They’re 
curious still. They’re not trying to teach you any lessons. ‘They’re 
asking you questions. They teach you a lot about how to live your 
life the right way. They’re just the coolest guys, both of them.” 


What was a typical work day like on Ocean’s Thirteen? “We go to work 
ata decent hour. We would work for eight or nine hours, some- 
thing like that and then start drinking. It was a tough job [laughs ].” 


Are you really planning to remain a bachelor the rest of your life? “I 
did that Barbara Walters interview ages ago, and I’ve been 
paying for it ever since. I should’ve cried, it would’ve been so 
much easier [laughs]. It was a conversation that probably 
shouldn’t have taken place when it did, because the truth is that 
I’m really not planning on being a bachelor the rest of my life. 
When I said it, [just happened to have gotten through a divorce 
and thought, ‘I don’t want to do this ever again.’” 


You’re one of the few people who’s made it in movies after doing 
TV. At this point, do you have enough perspective to see how lucky you 
are? “I think if you look at it, there is an awful lot of people who 
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are in film that came out of television. I mean, really a lot. 
Bruce Willis did, Tom Hanks did, Meg Ryan, Michael | Douglas] 
did.... When I was doing really bad television, it was a really 
tough chasm, but I think that it goes in waves. There’s also the 
pecking order. Theatre people look down on film people who 
look down on TV people who look down on re-enactment actors.” 


After struggling in this business for so many years, what did winning 
the Supporting Actor Oscar for Syriana mean to you? “Well, it didn’t 
suck, right off of the bat [laughs]. It was good fun. There is an 
interesting thing that happens whenever something big happens, 
whether it’s getting a big part or winning an Oscar. There is this 
great sort of celebration, and you’ re really sort of excited. And 
then you've called all your friends, and all your friends have 
called you. That takes about a whole day, and then, suddenly, it’s 
just kind of like, ‘Alright.’ It doesn’t make any difference. Ican’t 
carry it with me into the meetings at the studio.” 


Why can’t you? “You could, but they really don’t care at all. It’s 
still just as difficult to get a $7-million film or a $70-million film 
made. It literally makes no difference at all. The studio is 
happy for me because they’re my friends, but they couldn’t give 
a damn. It doesn’t make much of a difference. But it was a hell 
of a night. It was really fun, and I really enjoyed it.”@ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based entertainment writer. 


Want to read more about Ocean’s Thirteen? 
Check out our web-exclusive interview with 
George Clooney’s co-star Matt Damon at 


cineplex.com 
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“TAM LIKE TOTALLY, 
TOTALLY IMPRESSED.” 


“SHOWTIMES, 
MOVIE STUFF, 
IT'S ALL HERE.” 


“THIS IS ONE SWEET SITE, IMHO.” 


“TT NAVIGATES LIKE A DREAM.” 


“STICKIEST SITE | HAVE 
EVER BEEN ON.” 


» Ὁ Scotiabank vnemae CINEPLEXODEON “*'"*"* GD 
ens 


search BY: THEATRE AMENITIES, THEATRE TYPES. Finn MOVIES ano THEATRES BY POSTAL CODE. 
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE, NAVIGATION IS SIMPLE AS CAN BE. enxanceo MOVIE SHOW-TIME SEARCH CAPABILITIES. 
MAPS. MOVIE avo ENTERTAINMENT NEWS. BIG SCREEN PROGRAMMING: OPERA, HOCKEY, WRESTLING. USER RANKINGS. 
|G [GENERAL AUDIENCES] FAMOUS MAGAZINE NOW ONLINE. BOX OFFICE REPORTS. MMVII 


NOW PLAYING EVERYWHERE 


on|the! slate 


PLAYS A HEROIC SHERIFF OF NOTTINGHAM, 
NAZI FILMMAKER, AND 


Foster’s 


controversial role 


has long been fascinated with 
the complex life of Nazi propaganda 
filmmaker (Triumph of the 
Will, Olympia), who died in 2003 at the 
age of 101. Riefenstahl is a fascinating 
subject, a brilliant filmmaker and 
adventurer who never fully owned up to 
her Nazi pedigree. Foster’s past efforts 
to film her life story failed due to 
Riefenstahl’s demand that she be involved 
in the project. Her death has opened the 
door for Foster, and work on the script is 
back underway. The role is expected to be 
Foster’s most controversial since playing 
Taxi Drivers child prostitute. Look for a 
director to be announced shortly and the 
still-unnamed film to go into production 
next year. 


TACKLES 
TRAVELS THROUGH TIME BY INGRID RANDOJA 


shoots the sheriff 


Director Ridley Scott obviously knows how to keep difficult actor Russel! Crowe happy. The pair 
have hooked up for three films — Gladiator, A Good Year and the upcoming American Gangster 
— and it’s just been announced that Scott will direct Crowe once again in the intriguing 
Nottingham, which casts the surly Aussie as Robin Hood’s nemesis, the Sheriff of Nottingham. 
However, in this re-imagining of the legend, the Sheriff is actually a really good guy and it’s 
his employer, Prince John, who’s the meanie. Plus, it seems the Sheriff is involved in a love 
triangle involving Robin and the comely Maid Marian. Nottingham starts production in 2008. 


does the time warp 


You can’t blame Eric Bana for not wanting to play brutish superhero Hulk in the second 
Hulk film when he’s got such top-notch roles lined up. As King Henry VIII he toys with the 
Boylen sisters (Natalie Portman and Scarlett Johansson) in the holiday release The Other 
Boylen Girl; he’s set to star as a Wichita detective who teams with a counter-terrorism 
expert (Terrence Howard) to catch the notorious BTK serial killer in Factor X; and it’s just 
been announced that he landed the very coveted male lead in the sci-fi love story 

The Time Traveler’s Wife, opposite Rachel McAdams. Directed by Robert Schwentke 
(Flightplan) and based on the novel by Audrey Niffenegger, the drama focuses on a man 
(Bana) born with a genetic disorder that causes him to involuntarily travel through time, 
and many of his trips bring him into contact with his wife (McAdams) at different stages 
of her life. Filming begins in August. 


will produce and star in the adaptation of poet 
novel The Bell Jar. τὰ Look for in the remake of the 
comedy How to Marry a Millionaire. Oscar-winner 
’s The Great 


joins the cast of director 
Debaters, which is set in the 1930s and follows a group of African-American 
students as they take on Harvard’s debating team. 
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trivia 


‘amoustrivia 


William Hurt (left) and 
Kevin Costner in Mr. Brooks 


William Hurt plays Kevin Costner’s evil alter ego in Mr. Brooks. In which 1983 
film starring Hurt was Costner supposed to play a dead friend in flashbacks, 
before having his role cut out? 


Sir lan Holm voices a nasty chef named Skinner in the animated comedy 
Ratatouille. In which Oscar-winning Canadian movie did Holm play an 
opportunistic lawyer? 


The fourth Die Hard movie, Live Free or Die Hard, comes out this month. In 
which year was the original Die Hard released — 1982, 1984, 1986 or 1988? 


Jeff Bridges voices a hippie penguin surfer named The Geek in the animated 
Surf’s Up. In which 1998 movie did he play a hippie bowler named The Dude? 


Knocked Up was written and directed by Judd Apatow, who also wrote and 
directed The 40 Year-Old Virgin. The two films also share several cast members. 
Which Knocked Up star did not appear in Virgin — Seth Rogen, Paul Rudd or 
Katherine Heig!? 


Christian Bale plays a U.S. fighter pilot in Rescue Dawn, but Bale isn’t from the 
States. Was he born in Ireland, Wales, Australia or Germany? 


Next month’s Hairspray is based on a Broadway musical that was based 
ona 1988 movie that was not a musical. Which 2005 musical movie 
followed the same pattern? 


The long-awaited Transformers movie hits theatres next month. Can you name 
the two warring alien factions featured in the long-lived franchise? 
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Style | 


The (not so) fine 


If you are (mic when it comes 
to wearing big bold prints, summertime 
makes it easy to loosen up. Pattern 
avoidance can make sense in the winter 
when the ground is thick with appliquéd 
sweaters and other such sartorial booby 
traps, but warm weather demands 
colour and a more lighthearted 
approach. And when the pattern is ona 
cotton dress instead of woven into a 
wool jacket, the risks are easier to take. 
This summer, prints in bright colours 


are everywhere. Think post-impressionist 
painter Paul Gauguin in Tahiti, or go 
back to the ’60s with bright oversized 
Marimekko-style florals, as seen in 
Oscar de la Renta’s spring collection. 
Last year’s demure pastels seem 
positively wimpy by comparison. 

If you're feeling apprehensive about 
all that loud colour, try a hit of pattern 
in your accessories. An attention- 
grabbing Pucci print, which might be 
too too on an actual dress, is perfect for 
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a Guerlain makeup kit turned summer 
clutch. Or go for a neutral dress ina 
modern, shorter length and pair it with 
brightly coloured platforms. Pattern 
mixing is an art, so make it easy on 
yourself and use only one brightly 
coloured print item at a time. 

Besides, we’ve seen the fall shows 
and you'll be back to sombre, 
dark-hued clothing come autumn. So 
consider these summer brights a 
limited-time offer. 
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@ Its woven raffia heel and 
cheery oversized print make this 
Stuart Weitzman Platform 

($378, Brown’s Shoes) the 
defining shoe of the summer. 

© Use this Patterned Tote Bag 
($19, Indigo) to corral your beach 
essentials or take It grocery 
shopping to save the planet from 
all those plastic bags. 

© Calvin Klein CK One Summer 
($60, 100 ml EDT, mass retailers) 
is Sunshine In a bottle. This 
beachy cocktail of citrus and 
flowers will send you hurtling into 
the middle of summer. 

@ A Satin Abstract-Print Dress 
($100, Le Chateau) is a modern 
iteration of the classic empire 
silhouette done in a bold, 
energetic graphic. 

@ Aussie makeup guru 

Napoleon Perdis loathes the 
infamous self-tanner “smell of 
death that follows you for 24 
hours.” But his Whipped Dream Tan 
Enhancer ($37, The Bay) smells 
divine, looks like fudge frosting 
and imparts a streak-free glow. 

© Firm and smooth your skin 
with Fruits & Passion Pineapple 
Slimming Exfoliating Cream 
($15.50, Fruits & Passion stores 
across Canada). Its summery 
scent lifts spirits while the 
activating peel softens your 
roughest parts. 

Q This limited edition Guerlain by 
Emilio Pucci Eye Set ($87, The Bay) 
holds micro shadows, liner and 
mascara, but gets a second life as 
an eye-popping clutch when 
emptied of its luscious, candy- 
coloured palette. 

© Multi-purpose Jardins des 

iles Tiaré Oil ($7, Yves Rocher 
boutiques) can gleam up 
shoulders and smooth down 
unruly hair, all the while smelling 
divinely of Tahitian monoi (tiaré 
flowers steeped in coconut oil). 
© Apply Physican’s Formula 
Jungle Fever Bronzing & Shimmery 
Face Powder in Leopard ($19, 
Shoppers Drug Mart) instead of 
blusher for instant summer glow 
with no sun damage. 


name | of | the! game | 


MOBSTER POSSESSED 


A bad guy gets even worse when taken over by an evil entity | BY SCOTT GARDNER 


THE DARKNESS 


Barely out of his teens, Jackie 
Estacado was an ordinary 


soldier (relatively speaking) for 
New York City’s feared Franchetti 
crime family. But as the church 


bells of Mulberry Street toll 
midnight on his 21st birthday, 
that life disappears. Jackie 

is possessed by the Darkness 
— an ancient, malevolent 
entity which grants him 


incredible powers while slowly 


Le 


OVERLORD 


Choosing between good and evil actions In 
a videogame is hardly a new Idea, but 
fantasy adventure Overlord offers a devilish 
twist. After you magically appear in the 
ruins of a mysterious dark lord’s tower, you 
assume his identity and — bingo! — you’re 
already wicked. Your only choice is how 


consuming his soul from within. 
Blending supernatural horror 
and modern crime drama is 
definitely an original premise. 
Yet under its hellish cloak, 
The Darkness is basically an 
intense first-person shooter, 
goosed with spooky 
superpowers. Which is hardly a 
criticism, especially given the 
game’s pedigree. It’s based ona 
respected comic book series 
and, even better, it was 
developed by the folks behind 


TENCHU Z 


bad you'll be: naughty, downright mean 
or...slather on the BBQ sauce ’cause 
you’re going to roast In Hell. 

The key gameplay mechanic sees you 
commanding gremlin-like minions who 
terrorize the countryside, increasing your 
power and influence. According to 
Overlord’s creators, you can either “fire” 
your platoons at a target like a rampaging 
bullet, or sweep them over the landscape, 
killing, stealing and razing everything in 
their path. One thought: If it’s so bad, why 
does it feel so good? 


Breaking with this month’s theme, the 
ninja assassins in this game aren’t evil — 
let’s just call them highly trained 
professionals working in a moral grey zone. 
Though, in this eighth Tenchu game — the 
first for next-gen consoles, they are less 


2004’s spectacular, but sadly 
underplayed, The Chronicles 
of Riddick: Escape from 
Butcher Bay. 

So with a weapon in each 
hand — which, thanks to next- 
gen processing power, work 
independently of each other, 
fluidly following the action — 
Jackie moves back and forth 
between two dimensions; 
pursuing underworld enemies in 
a cinematically scummy 
New York City, and blasting 
demonic powers in the 
gruesome Otherworld from 
whence the Darkness pounced. 

Speaking of the infernal 
Darkness, it manifests in our 
hero in increasingly ghastly — 
yet extremely useful — ways. 
For example, he quickly 
develops his “dark tentacle” 
— a massive appendage that 
grows out of his back on 
command to throw heavy 
objects, crush enemies and 
even stop bullets. Not enough? 
How about a few writhing 
“maw tentacles” with bug eyes 
and velociraptor teeth, capable 
of both chomping skulls and 
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relaying what they see to 
Jackie’s eyes. 

But coolest of all are the 
darklings. These little scamps 
are grotesque hellspawn 
(resembling the creatures from 
Alien) that you summon from 
dimensional portals to do your 
bidding in this world — 
from kamikaze attacks to 
interrogation to fetching your 
slippers. You can also create 
darklings by (and please stop 
now if you’re eating anything 
gooey) cannibalizing the slain 
bodies of your foes. And if all 
this sounds like great first-date 
material, you’re in luck — 
Hollywood is currently 
developing a script. 

Practically speaking, there 
are a variety of multiplayer 
modes, and PS3 owners get 
special Blu-ray content and 
support for the motion-sensing 
Sixaxis controller. But that 
seems insignificant considering 
the chilling secret that’s come 
to light: Every detail is based on 
a true story. 

Hmmm...what’s that tapping 
at the window? 


trained than usual. Instead of playing with 
a prefab ninja, you get to create your own, 
and build his (or her!) skill through more 
than 50 stealth missions. 

Weaponry includes the usual tempered- 
steel goodies, plus explosives and a 
grappling hook, but true mastery of ninjitsu 
requires stealth, disguise, mastery of every 
sense and, most of all, patience. 


THE FATE OF TWO CIVILIZATIONS IS IN YOUR HANDS. 


L-A-0-R 


Visit www.esrb.org 
www.playstation.ca 


for updated rating 
information. 


PLAYrYS ΤΡΙ Τ 72 ΓΊ. = 


CONTENT RATED BY 
ESRB 
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GO HOME WITH NORBIT, GHOST RIDER OR MISS POTTER | BY MARNI WEISZ 


NORBIT 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 


STORY: Murphy’s follow-up 

to his Oscar-nominated, 

career-rejuvenating 
performance in Dreamgirls sees him 
donning a fat suit and playing several 
characters in this lowbrow comedy. Most 
importantly, he plays skinny geek Norbit, 
who finds himself unwittingly married to 
the mean and overweight Rasputia (also 
Murphy) but then falls in love with the 
sweet and beautiful Kate (Newton) whom 
he’s known since they grew up In an 
orphanage together. 


JUNE 12 


BREACH 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: The real-life case that, in 2001, 
saw FBI agent Robert Hanssen arrested for 
passing state secrets to Russia Is recalled 
here with Cooper as the turncoat and 
Phillippe as a young agent sent in to 
gather evidence against him. DVD EXTRAS: 
deleted and alternate scenes, “Breaching 
the Truth,” “Anatomy of a Character,” a 
profile of Hanssen that originally aired on 
Dateline in 2001 


GHOST RIDER 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 


STORY: If you’re going to 
make a deal with the 
aa (ΘΝ, you really 
shouldn’t expect him to play fair. That’s 
the lesson Johnny Blaze (Cage) learns 
when he signs his soul over to 
Mephistopheles (Fonda) in order to cure 


his dad of cancer. The big M lives up to his 
part of the bargain, but then dad — a 
motorcycle stunt rider — dies in a crash. 
“No fair!” cries Blaze, and transforms into 
the fiery Ghost Rider, a fab stunt rider even 
sicker than dear old dad. There is one way 
Blaze can reclaim his soul, however. Off 
the devil’s even eviller son, Blackheart 
(Wes Bentley), and the contract will be 
forgotten. DVD EXTRAS: two making-of 
documentaries, filmmaker commentaries 


SNOW CAKE 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: Filmed — and largely taking place 
in — Wawa, Ontario, this indie drama stars 
Weaver as a high-functioning autistic 
woman, and Rickman as the man with the 
unfortunate task of telling her he was the 
one driving the car when her daughter was 
killed in an accident. 


MISS POTTER 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: The life of Peter Rabbit creator 
Beatrix Potter (Zellweger) is given a 
feminist wash as she battles her classist 
Victorian family and publishers who don’t 
think a well-bred lady should be writing 
about bunnies, to finally publish her now- 
classic children’s story. Along the way 
She falls for the one junior publisher 
(McGregor) who takes her seriously. 

DVD EXTRAS: director commentary, “Making 
of a Real-Life Fairy Tale,” music video 


PARTITION 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: Kreuk is Naseem, a Muslim teen 
living in India during that country’s 1947 
division. The Hindu population was to stay in 
India, while the Muslim population was 
forced into the newly formed Pakistan. But 
Naseem becomes separated from her family 
and falls in love with Hindu Gian (Mistry), 
setting up a Romeo and Juliet-style romance. 
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JUNE 26 


RENO 911!: MIAMI 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 


STORY: Comedy Central’s 

mock C.0.P.S. show 

Reno 911! moves east to 
Miami, where the ragtag and largely 
moustachioed team of crime fighters have 
come for a convention. But when a 
terrorist threat ties up every other cop in 
the city, Reno’s finest are forced to deal with 
the city’s more minor offences. Oh, and it 
happens to be Spring Break. 


SHOOTER 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: This fast-paced thriller stars 
Wahlberg as former Special Ops 
sharpshooter Bob Lee Swagger. Now 
retired and living a peaceful, rural life, 
Swagger is pulled back into duty when an 
Army Colonel (Glover) tells him there’s a 
plot to assassinate the President and they 
need his help to stop it. Problem is, come 
assassination day it’s Swagger who’s 
framed for the attempt, forcing him to flee. 
DVD EXTRAS: director commentary, 
making-of featurette, deleted scenes 


BLAKE SNAKE MOAN 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: Rae (Ricci) is a nymphomaniac 
who's just gotta have it — like when she 
makes herself available to all comers at a 
party after her boyfriend has just gone off 
to war. But when her battered body ends 
up in front of the home of God-fearing 
blues man Lazarus (Jackson) he decides to 
cure her of her wicked ways, even if that 
means chaining her to his radiator. 

DVD EXTRAS: “Rooted in the Blues,” 
“Conflicted: The Making of Black Snake 
Moan,” deleted scenes, photo gallery 


᾿ς 


Ya & DVD BONUS 
(= FEATURES : (Not Rated) 


. Deleted Scenes with 
Optional Commentary 


. Hannibal Lecter: 
The Origin of Evil 


- Commentary by 
Director Peter Webber 
and Producer 
Martha De Laurentiis 


- Designing Horror and 
Elegance with Production 


Designer Allan Starski 


- Theatrical and 
Teaser Trailers 


LIMITED EDITION COLLECTIBLE O-CARD! 


THE GREATEST MOVIE VILLAIN OF OUR TIME 
RETURNS ON DVD MAY 29:1! 


Delta (Young Hannibal) Ltd. 2006. All Rights Reserved. Artwork © 201 


AVAILABLE AT 


WAL* MART 


WE SELL FOR LESS, EVERY DAY™ 


HOROSCOPE | BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Gemini 


May 23 June 21 ' ' . 
A recent misunderstanding is cleared up, νά | δ . | FEATURING THE SINGLE 


and a friendship is once again on solid 


ground. Public relations and marketing are i (You Want To) Make A Memory sie | 


current strengths, and you find yourself 


promoting products and voicing opinions. " — — ses 
Give a sport or fitness activity another try. Capricorn LOST HIGHWAY $5 


Cancer September 23 τ October 22 December 23 )< January 20 
June 22 July 22 Money is a theme this month. You’re better You have a way with words, but use this gift 
The missing piece of a puzzle fits into place, at managing it, and more aware of carefully. You’re able to persuade key Ε. 


and a family-related mystery now makes opportunities to earn extra cash. You’re also —_—s players to come over to your side; on 

sense. A partner can be uncharacteristically taken more seriously in professional and the other hand, your sarcasm can 

moody around the middle of the month. domestic circles. Continue to gather unintentionally hurt someone. 

Distract yourself with a new hobby, opinions before making a major purchase. E) 


BON JOVI 


LOST HIGHWAY 


Available June 19 


especially one that involves collectibles. ‘ AQ Udall US 

SCO (DIO January 21 February 19 
Leo October 23 November 21 You’re on a campaign to simplify 
July 23 August 22 Several obstacles are removed. It’s a good surroundings. Be careful — especially Έ : 
It’s easy to be fooled early in the month, but time to send out applications and set up between the 14th and 28th — that you arene 
after the 15th you’re extremely savvy about interviews. You also get the go-ahead on a don’t toss out something important. People 

the motives of others. Help a young friend key home-related project. Stay on top of you've befriended show their gratitude. 

feel less inhibited. Take extra care in your changes in technology, and be sure to ; 


appearance, especially late in June when follow up on health concerns. Pisces Includes al 


people look at your inner and outer qualities. February 20 March 20 


Sag ittar US Secrets are part of the month. You learn 


: ; 
VI (QO November 22 December 22 something about friends that helps explain 66 99 ' 
August 23 September 22 Feeling unappreciated? Resist any their recent actions. You also feel ready to ᾿ 


You learn important lessons from mistakes temptation to complain because after the take a relative into your confidence. The last 


Φ 
and reach a key goal by month’s end. It’s a 10th the compliments start to pour in. half of June sees you exploring new territory featuring NG 7 


good time to become proficient in photo- After a few recent delays, you can now — both geographically and intellectually. 
graphy or another visual art. There’s a proceed with a large-scale project. Late 


cluster of important decisions to make, but month finds you involved with one of the Aries Text ELLA to 32123 to get 


give yourself plenty of breathing room. sciences. March 21 April 20 δὶ φ9 ** 
Talk about choices! Options abound this Umbrella on your phone 


J U N Ξ month, and you'll have to make a large 


number of decisions — both personal and 


ist: Alanis Morissette \ith: Gene Wilder ist: Juliette Lewis professional. Late June is good for entering 

did: Dana Carvey (2th: DJ. Qualls 220: Meryl Streep into partnership arrangements, but don’t 

2: Tony Curtis (3th: Tim Allen 21: Frances McDormand be pressured into signing any agreements. F ἢ A 

‘ih: Angelina Jolie ‘4th: Boy George )4th: Liane Balaban ᾿ ͵ a 

5th: Mark Wahlberg (5th: Helen Hunt 5th: George Michael Tau us cron | a | 

iil: Sandra Bernhard (tl: Joan Van Ark 26th: Chris O'Donnell April 21 >< May 22 

ith: Liam Neeson i7th: Joe Piscopo 27th: Tobey Maguire You'll be putting in long hours during the 

8th: Jerry Stiller (Sth: Isabella Rossellini 28th: John Cusack first two weeks, but after the 14th prepare 

iti: Natalie Portman (th: Kathleen Turner 20th: Gary Busey to collect rewards for dedication. If you're " d sirl had 

ii: Elizabeth Hurley iit: Nicole Kidman ith: Vincent D'Onofrio planning a summer celebration, be sure “Price pet Tel Sa Sood girl gone Dd 
the Importa nt guests are available. transfer fees that may be charged by 


your wireless carrier. 
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famous | last! words 


Ἢ 5 5 5 η 
Canada's #1 movie magazine in canada’s #1 theatres 
“| can’t believe 
it — somebody asked me the other day, 
‘Do you have a chef?’ | said, ‘Yes, her name 
is Reese.’ | prepare all my family’s meals.” rs | Wit © " SG 
= “Since my parents both 
worked, they hired me to make dinner 
every night...| was always making things 
like duck a l’orange. | still love to cook, 


especially baking.” 

“| love to 
cook and | love to eat. Matthew [Broderick, 
her husband] and | think about food all the 
time. At breakfast we talk about what to 
eat for lunch. And at lunch we talk about 


TALK ABOUT dinner. | even like reading about food.” 
COOKING “| love to roast. | roast 


all kinds of poor animals. | feel guilty about 
it but I’m a big roaster. | make peasant 
food, and don’t add salt until I’m actually 
eating it.” 


BY SUSAN GRANGER 


“Cooking is one of the 
ways | relax. | fry chicken or make biscuits 
and gravy. | have a killer pancake recipe, 
and | love to bake.” 


“| love to cook. Sometimes 
Il just ad lib, or I’ll taste things ina 
restaurant and know how to make them 
because of the way they taste.” 


. “My specialty is 
blueberry buckle cake. | love watching 
Martha Stewart cook. I’ve taped all of her 
Shows. It’s the most soothing thing in the 
world.” 

“All three of my sisters are 
good cooks. | can’t cook. Growing up, I’d 
come down in the morning and one sister 
would cook me breakfast, another lunch, 
another dinner. Why learn to cook?” 


ALI “| love to cook and 
my specialty is going to the refrigerator 
and making something with whatever is 


there. | love using my mother’s recipes Ξ 
from Mexico.” g Canada Fe eerie nena re $32.10 ($30+ GST) ς Η Ε Q U E V Ι S A 
< απ Ἐς UE rn DUE Ce Og es expiry date. 
ADAM BRODY 3 
te Mame. is ςςςςςςςτΠτΓΠΓΠΓΠΓΠἘΠ{ΠΠΦΦὉὡὋπΠΠΠΕΠΠ Πρ 
“| don’t cook anything. | don’t even make cereal. : address city 
| do make coffee sometimes. It depends on the day Ξ πο κυ NEN κυ κυ νυ κυ. COT rl FO ee) CS le A IC 
andthe weather” & PT LI ena Oe DOISUEN| οὐ. ὁ 664 
a Dione NUMDEN 2. eee ae ee τὸ 8 τ ἑ 
= Please send subscription orders to Famous magazine, 102 Atlantic Ave., Suite 100, Toronto, Ontario, M6K 1X9 
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